June 24, 2004
Mayor Frank Etro 
PO Box 36 
23 Main Sreet 
Round Hill, VA 20142
Dear Mr. Mayor:
I own and live at 9 New Cut Rd. in Round Hill. Construction on a building at 7 New Cut Rd., directly behind the main house, began in late April, 2004. I share a common driveway easement with 7 New Cut Rd.
It was my understanding that the structure was to be a garage and small office. I did not see the construction plans, and was dismayed to come home one day and see a two story structure with three dormer windows on a lot less than a ¼ acre. When my neighbor, Lonnie Suter, came outside, I told him I had no idea that the building would be so big. It is my understanding that not only will it be a garage with an office, but with a bathroom and kitchen as well. I asked him if it was intended for commercial use and that I did not want traffic coming in and out of the driveway. He assured me that it was not. I also expressed to him my concern that it would negatively affect the value of my property.
On Sunday, June 20, I arrived home and Mr. Suter approached me and asked me if I was leaving town anytime soon. I replied no, and when I asked him why, he proceeded to inform me that they would have to dig up our driveway as the electric company would need to lay a cable. Secondly, he told me that they would need to access the transformer in the far left hand side of my yard, which means they will also need to dig up MY yard as well to accommodate Mr. Surer. He further informs me that the drive will have to be dug up TWICE as the plumber will then have to lay a water line along the driveway, and implied that it would be more convenient if I would just leave town for a few days, as the driveway will be inaccessible and there is NO parking along New Cut Rd.
On Monday, June 21, I called the Town of Round Hill, who referred me to Anne Hennesey, Zoning Administrator for Round Hill. When I spoke with Anne and introduced myself and the situation, she informed me that the town was already aware of the dilemma.
On the morning of Wednesday, June 23, I called Dominion Virginia Power to inquire about a possible easement on the electric box which is in my yard. I received a call that afternoon from Cole Stevenson who stated that he was the engineer and did, in fact, have a work order for the job to be done. He told me he is planning on starting the work as soon as he is able.
That evening, I spoke with Mr. Suter and informed him that I had spoken with Anne Hennesey, the zoning administrator, and that there seem to be questions as to whether or not the structure and the intent were in compliance with the proper ordinances and requirements. Mr. Suter responded that he wasn't aware of any problems with the construction with the exception of a small 'deck issue' that had been resolved. I informed Mr. Suter that I would not be in agreement with digging of any kind in the driveway or my yard.
I have since been made aware that both the Town Office and Town Council of Round Hill are aware of and have met several times with regards to this issue. Apparently there are multiple complaints of the same nature. At no time have I ever received any notice or correspondence from the Town of Round Hill or the Town Council with regard to this matter.
Mr. Mayor, this structure is not only unsightly, but is grossly oversized for the small lot it sits on. A large staircase has now been built on the side of the building that only adds to the magnitude of the problem. The structure is bigger than my house. I am extremely concerned that the continuance and completion of this building would greatly devalue my property, and wish to formally express my complaint.
Please contact me as soon as possible so that I may know how you are planning to proceed with this matter. My office number is (540) 687-6341 and my home number is (540) 338-9297.
I look forward to heating from you.
Sincerely,
N. Susan Lee
cc. Anne Hennesey
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