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PURPOSE OF MEETING:

1. Review Draft Process & Planning Concepts

2. Share input, concerns, issues & suggestions on the Plan Amendment

DISCUSSION

NOTE:  The Mayor discussed the reason for the annexation and plan amendment and Vladimir Gavrilovic of Paradigm Design gave a presentation on the process, site description and preliminary planning concepts for the area.  The following public discussion was recorded:

· Will Sleeter Lake be open to the public?

· The future Town Natural Area Preserve will have public walk-in access but not boat or vehicular access. 

· The Town will have access to the Natural Area through Hayman Lane.  As a property owner, the Town will be part of an access agreement among the property owners along Hayman Lane.

· There will be a well on the Natural Area and a pipe will go down Hayman Lane to a future water treatment facility on Yatten Road.

· Property owners on Hayman Lane don’t want a dedication to VDOT.

· When will the developer formally transfer ownership of the Natural Area to the Town?

· Unknown at this point.

· Are there any owners opposed to the annexation?

· The Mayor is aware of only one and he has contacted him and the Town is addressing his concerns.

· There is a strong public concern about traffic and pedestrian safety on Airmont Road.

· The Town should petition VDOT to make all of Airmont Road a 25 mph speed within the annexed area.

· Traffic Calming is crucial at the bottom of the hill on Airmont Rd.  There is a school bus stop and driveway entrances at that location.

· Why is the trail shown on the East side of Airmont Rd and then crosses over to west side?

· The trail shown on the concept plan is a preliminary concept.  It was shown on the west side in anticipation of a potential rezoning proposal that could help build the trail in that location.  It crosses the road to tie into a Yatten Road proposed trail.  Any crossing would have to be carefully designed for pedestrian safety.

· How much detail should the Plan Amendment contain?

· There is no requirement to show details.  The Plan Amendment should be at a conceptual level.  Recommendations for detailed studies could be part of the Plan Implementation.

· Is there any room for a trail on Airmont Rd?

· The trail design and alignment would have to be part of a more detailed study done later.

· The Plan Amendment should only establish the Town’s intent and future vision.  Implementation will depend on many issues, and could be partly accomplished by proposed improvements at time of rezoning of properties.
· Is the Plan Amendment being done at the behest of Round Hill Associates?

· The Town is not doing the Plan Amendment at anyone’s behest.  It has, however, a legal obligation to provide sewer service to the Westlake property, based on rezoning agreements made almost 14 years ago.

· Where will the new water treatment plant be located?

· The new plant is for water only – not sewer.  It will not be manned and will be odorless.  It will be located on one of the vacant lots on Yatten Road, near Airmont Road.

· The Town has serious utility upgrade needs – as evidenced by recent water shortages during Hurricane Isabel.

· How was the annexation area determined?

· The area is the one that was determined to have the lowest impact and lowest cost way for the Town to meet its legal obligations and utility upgrade needs.

· Will there be additional annexation to the south in the future?

· The Town is not planning or anticipating additional annexation to the south.  Taking in additional area would require further extensive upgrades of the Towns sewer treatment facilities.

· Should the annexation include areas for public recreation?

· The Natural Area will have passive recreation – beyond that, the Plan Amendment may suggest criteria for private developers to provide recreational facilities as a basis for the Town to consider rezoning requests.

· What would happen if the County didn’t approve the CPAM?

· The Town would still have to provide sewer to Westlake but wouldn’t be in a position to negotiate a sewer conservation easement through the Draysie property – it would have to run the sewer further south along Rt. 719.

· Was a traffic study done at the time of the Round Hill Associates rezoning in ’90?

· Yes, but the findings are probably out of date because of County growth that has occurred since then.

· Will a potential rezoning of the Draysie property worsen the traffic problems on Rt. 719?

· Potential development there could add 30 or so houses accessing onto Rt. 719.  On the other hand, a rezoning could be an opportunity to negotiate some traffic calming or improvements along the frontage with 719.

· Will VDOT require anything for a Draysie property rezoning?

· VDOT will probably require a dedication for future widening of Rt. 719, among other things.

· The Town needs to partner with the County and VDOT to implement its vision for Rt. 719.  Should it remain a narrow rural road or should it be widened to a more urban character?  How should safety improvements be addressed?  Design options could include pulling the trail away from the roadway for safety and installing speed tables, crosswalks or other traffic calming at the curve at the bottom of the hill.

· Calming design will depend on VDOT.  The Town needs to decide what kind of character it wants on Rt. 719.

· The Town has worked successfully with VDOT in the past (e.g. at the Loudoun St. / Evening Star Drive intersection.

· Has the Town compared the fiscal impacts of the proposed plan amendment and annexation versus running the sewer (for Westlake) down Rt. 719 and not doing an annexation?

· Although no specific figures are known, the scale of the impact of running the sewer down 719 would be substantial.  Opening up that area to sewer service would require expanding the Town’s sewer plant above 1 million gallons per day, which would also bring new higher treatment standards.

· A Draft Project Schedule was handed out with key meeting dates.

· A key issue is how to provide pedestrian safety and traffic calming on Route 719 without destroying the rural character of the road, which serves as a traditional “southern gateway” to Round Hill.

PARADIGM DESIGN

page 4.

