Chronology of the Cluster Design Option
 

March 11, 2003 Planning Commission Meeting.  Mayor Etro informs the Planning Commission that he had recently talked with Don Darling about his property located where the Commission is planning to place the gateway sign and trail connection. Mr. Darling had talked about sub-dividing his property in the past, but had not proceeded. Mayor Etro informs them that Mr. Darling would be interested in working with the Town on trying to find a way to develop his property that preserves the key features that the Town desires to protect. Mayor Etro suggests that the Town could hire a design consultant to see if there is a way to develop the property without building in front of his house. (Monaghan, Crouch, Ellis, Owesney, Nash, Underwood present; Stewart absent)

March 20, 2003 Town Council Meeting. In discussion on the Planning Commission’s Gateway and Trail projects, Mayor Etro suggests to the Council that they look into hiring a design consultant to work with the Planning Commission to develop some options for the Darling property that would enable the gateway project and trail project to go forward as envisioned.

April 3, 2003 Town Council Meeting. The Council unanimously approves a process where the Planning Commission will meet with Mr. Darling and the design consultant to develop some options to meet the December, 2003 deadline stating that this is an urgent project. (Graham, Albright, Dean, Heyner, Nash in favor;  Bzdyk absent; Mayor does not vote)

April 8, 2003 Planning Commission Meeting.  Mayor Etro introduces Vladimir Gavrilovic, a design consultant, and Mr. Darling to the Commission.  The Commission hears about some clustering ideas.  Mr. Darling intends to present the “cluster” plan to potential buyers indicating that the Town is willing to support the cluster plan,  if they will build it.  The Commission considers putting a cluster design option into the Ordinance to preserve historic features and view sheds by enabling smaller lots, but with the same yield as current zoning. The designer will develop a couple of sketches for smaller lots to be accessed from Bridge Street  The idea is for the Town to have the acreage in front of the house preserved by easement with a place for the Town’s gateway sign, trail, and protecting the Sycamore tree. (Monaghan, Crouch, Ellis, Nash, Underwood present; Stewart, Owesney absent)
April 22, 2003 Planning Commission Meeting. The Commission discusses several development sketches with Mr. Darling and the designer to include: (a) 6 to 7 single family homes with detached garages on 11,000 square foot lots to be accessed individually from Bridge Street and (b) a courtyard option for 7 single-family homes with 6 homes on 7,500 square foot lots to be accessed from a private loop street from Bridge Street as well as several other concepts.

May 1, 2003 Town Council Meeting.  The Council receives an update from the Planning Commission on the Commission’s work so far.  The Council considers preparing a letter that Mr. Darling could use to show prospective buyers that the Town is serious about allowing a cluster on his property to preserve the key features on his property that are important to the Town.
May 13, 2003 Planning Commission Meeting.  By consensus, the Commission chooses a single-entrance courtyard cluster as the Town’s preferred cluster design for Mr. Darling to use as he markets his property. The Town Council would be communicating to Don Darling the consensus of the Planning Commission and Mr. Darling would move forward with a developer to see how this option would work out. (Monaghan, Crouch, Ellis, Stewart, Owesney present; Nash, Underwood absent)
 
July 17, 2003 Town Council Meeting. The Council unanimously approves, with minor modifications, a letter of the Town’s interest in the cluster design for development of the Darling property to distribute to prospective purchasers. (Albright, Dean, Heyner, Nash approve; Graham, Bzdyk absent; Mayor does not vote)
July 2003 to April 2004.  Mr. Darling markets his property with the cluster concept as a possibility. Entertains 4 prospects.
June, 2004.  Epic Development files a rezoning application for the Darling property for a cluster development.

October 12, 2004 Planning Commission Meeting.  The Commission determines to hold an October 26, 2004 public comment session to gather input for development of the cluster regulations. 
October 22, 2004 Town Council Meeting. The Council unanimously adopts an Intent to Amend the R-2 Zoning District regulations to provide for a cluster design development option in the R-2 district.

October 26, 2004 Planning Commission Meeting. The Commission holds a public input session with 13 members of the public participating  Those Commissioners present establish a meeting schedule to draft the Ordinance as follows: November 1, 2004, November 9, 2004, and November 23, 2004 with a draft to go to a Joint Public Hearing with the Town Council on December 16, 2004.  The schedule was to be presented by Vice-Chairman Nash to Chairman Ellis for review. (Nash, Cammarota, Morrow present; Ellis, Crouch, Stewart, Underwood absent)
