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A Letter To The Community





	Recent events that have been reported in the press concerning alleged inappropriate and





perhaps even criminal activity on the part of members of volunteer fire companies across the 





County, including our own, have become a matter of grave concern to the leadership and





members of the Round Hill Volunteer Fire Department.





	Integrity and morality are core values of our organization and the Department has not





and will not tolerate behavior that demonstrates disrespect to any member, male or female, of





the Department or tarnishes the reputation of our organization.  While it would be inappropriate





to comment on the specific allegations, which are the subject of an ongoing investigation, we





believe it is appropriate for the community to know what steps the Round Hill Volunteer Fire





Department has undertaken in response to the situation, as we understand it.





	One of the individuals who is being investigated is a paid firefighter, employed by





Loudoun County, who used to be assigned to Round Hill.  It is important to note that the





investigation of this individual was begun last year at the request of the Round Hill Volunteer





Fire Department.  When the allegations of misconduct against the paid firefighter came to the 
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attention of the Fire Chief, he immediately referred the matter to appropriate County authorities.





	The other incident concerns inappropriate photographs of a 16-year-old minor female





in a state of partial undress.  Although we do not know all the facts, we believe that the 





photographer was a 19-year-old male volunteer member of our department and she was a close





friend of his.  The volunteer has since resigned from the Department and the Department has 





cooperated and will continue to cooperate with the investigating authorities.





	We take very seriously our commitment to the community and to our members.  To ensure





that such incidents do not occur in the future, we have retained the services of Eric N. Strom and





Michael E. Snyder of Campbell Miller Zimmerman, P.C. to conduct a complete internal investigation





of the matter.





	Mr. Strom and Mr. Snyder are experienced in relation to computer forensics, internal corporate





investigations, as well as the investigation and prosecution of child pornography and child sexual abuse.





They will report directly to our Board of Directors.  The purpose of their investigation will be to help us





formulate and implement policies and procedures that are designed to prevent such incidents in the future.





	The Round Hill Volunteer Fire Department has served the community for well over 60 years and 





is dedicated to protecting the health and safety of its citizens.





	We profoundly regret that anything distracts us from our mission.





#   #   #














